Clayton C^ivic 12/6/97 

555 il&nth St. , 

Idaho Rills, ID 8j404 

Decir -Clay, 

I appreciate the time you tool: for your 11/29 and x do not question the 

r * 

effectiveness of Internet for m^st subpets but for me, as i'll explain, it is 

not so. There have boon some mentions and nothin# has coiue of them* I think I 

got one letter, but tf>at i3 t ypt^ the main reason. 

now you should have gotten the ms. and the explanation for the delay. 

The actuality Bf ray situation is t’nat I can't keep track of the mansucripts 

tu,*y\ 

<qs anyone ordinarily would. That one should tiaao up but it hasn't# 

It is unsafe for me to use most stairs and x do not. I've not been in 

h 

our basement, were t have a little file space remaining, for at least three 
\ 

years. All tho file drapers of all the cabinets in my office are filled and 
I'm using boxes and shelf space for filing! Host of the 3helf 3pace not in 
ray office. 

I an much more feeble tuat my v.dce indicates or you were able to per- 
il / 

ceive v/lion x spoke at $>od. jr$&e- the local hospital rushedme to J ohns HolcLns 
in Baltimore a year and a half ago the ductor did not expect me to survive. 

Tiiaf was the t'nird time for tliat expectation# Hopkins treated me for nine 

ailments, according to the report t- ij/fthoi local critical' care expert who sent 
me there, sevefal usually fatal. Tliat was the second local hospitalization for 
congestive he rt failure and too mucin with it to go into# But I'm surviving 
and I want to avoid what can interfere with tliat. One thing wou.d be needless 
criticism from the assassination nuts who live v/iih inpossible theories and regal'd 
all who do not with them as government ggents. . do not want any more of 

tliat anu now, with liigh blood pressure for the first time in a long life, I 
want particularly to avoid wiiat can send tisat up# 

While I am not happy with the realities I've acoeped them and get along 
with them, flute JL long ago forgot about editing the manuscripts. I have to 
first get oijpaper wlia'f I can and then be as certain of its accuracy as I can be. 
I've had to accept the fact that what manuscript uses there can be will be by 
scholars in the future and for tliat the editing and polishing is not nearly as 
worthwhile as getting more on paper for them, for the future, for history. So 
My first priority is getting it on pjpper and the second is havig^confidence in 

;ited that I've 

.'Gtijping not to male f^ut^to use a 

highlighter on Luo rough draft, with pr without notes'" dded, to call to may 
attention wiiat they liave questions about. Mostly v/hen tliat lias be n done it 


tho factual accuracy. And it is.beoauso the material is so 

1 i yihr mm 

asked those who have done the retyping not to male 




2 


over comprehensibility or what ;ts a real problem for mo, confabulation. I con 
look at a page and soc vdint is in my mind rather tlian wliat is on the paper! 

From what I've soon of what lias been un the .jfntornet it is not really 
information about the assassination, j- have no doubt that for most of what is 
t her intentions were good, but good intentions dooa not malcc truth or fact. 

The ju.demtution of five 3 pacc referred to t. e left margin only. Five for 

the beginriing of wliat is typbd, five more for the first line of the paragraph, 
^ouble {pacing only above and below what is quoted that way. 

pn the existing niaiis^uripts , some of those to whom I've given disks will, 
I'm sure, lend them. 

I've .just finished the rough draft 6f an Afterv/ord Ib r V/aketh the 
Watcjunan, about 20,LXX) words, waned on what was not available to me earlier. 

X 

Thin r'f^eo ntn a constant problem, what to do when added info, is available. 

A, id noil; I'll return t what T laid aside to do tliat, The ^ark Side of^v Hersli . 
flis is a book of the most thorough and deliberate dishonesty. The controversy, 
which is necessary for history and for unde .--standing now, will sell more books 
for him. 

AA ope ypu c.n make out UiC in the ms^and t/jat you and your family have as 
good a holiday aeason as ij possible* 

I should Jiavc include ^ above tliat M do not want to waste any time in 
arguing with those of whom I've written critically or their fans, ^ome of them 
are also dangerous far me whori^ a pgjQh can /pave awful consequences. 'But most of 
all! do not i/ant to waste any of the time tliat retains to me that way. 

'iiianlcs and/ best, 

[&mU> 

ft&rold Weisberg 


